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News from the Richmond Animal Shelter and  
the Richmond Animal Protection Society (RAPS) 
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RAPS, together with Downtown Dogs 
Owner and Certified Master Trainer 
Christine Reynard, are offering drop-in 
dog obedience classes on Saturday morn-
ings at the Richmond Animal Shelter. 
  
Beginning Sat., Sept. 12th, join us to 
brush up on your dog’s training or come 
out to teach him some brand new skills! 
These fun and energetic classes will incor-
porate elements from Basic and Interme-
diate Obedience, as well as Rally Obedi-
ence and Agility. Classes are open to dogs 
that are new to training, as well as those 
with some experience. (Please note that 
dogs must be working on a “martingale” 

style training collar and a 6-foot leash.) 
 

Christine will teach these classes from 9:15 AM to 10:30 AM 
every Saturday morning this fall (rain or shine!).  No pre-
registration is required; arrive at 9:15 to check-in and pay.   
Instruction starts promptly at 9:30 AM. The fee is just $10.00 per 
class and proceeds go to support dog programs at the Richmond 
Animal Shelter. We’ll see you and your pooch there!  Call 604-
275-2036 for more information  
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This summer 
RAPS took 
in a record 
number of 
animals from 
the Urban 
Barn Cats to 
an extraordi-

nary number of dogs from 
Richmond.  Some  have been 
adopted, but most are still 
waiting for their forever 
homes.   
Please help us feed these pre-
cious souls, by donating cans 
and bags of quality cat food, 
dog food or rabbit supplies 
on the weekend of Sept. 26th 
and 27th.  You can drop off 
your donation from 9:00 AM 
to 5:00 PM at the Richmond 
Animal Shelter.   

The Richmond Animal Protection Society 
(RAPS) is a registered charity that operates the 
Richmond Animal Shelter and the RAPS Cat 
Sanctuary.  Visit us at: 12071 No. 5 Road, 

Richmond, BC  V7A 4E9   
(604) 275-2036 / www.rapsociety.com������������

To receive RAPS’ monthly 
email newsletter, sign up at:  

www.rapsociety.com  
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These wonderful cats and kittens need safe and loving homes.  
RAPS has over 80 cats for adoption at the Richmond Animal 

Shelter of all ages, sizes, temperaments and personalities.     
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· Sat. Sept. 12th -- Drop-in Obedience Class at the Richmond 
Animal Shelter.  (9:15-check in; 9:30 - instruction begins) 

 

· Sat, Sept. 19th -- Drop-in Obedience Class (9:15 AM) 
 

· Sat. Sept. 26th -- Drop-in Obedience Class (9:15 AM) 
 

· Sunday Afternoons in September -- Visiting hours at the 
RAPS Cat Sanctuary (1:00 - 4:00 PM).  Call 604-275-2036 
for directions.  

 

· Sept 26th & 27th -- Pet Food Drive (9:00 AM  - 5:00 PM) 
 

· Halloween Haunt at RAPS -- Sat., Oct. 31; Time TBD.  Mark 
your calendars.  Get your dog's costume ready!  
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Animal viewing hours:  
Mon.-Fri. 12:00-5:30 PM 
Sat/Sun 12:00-4:30 PM 
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Mei Mei is a 10-year-old Shar Pei.  Despite her age, Mei Mei 
has lots of energy and spunk.  She is a great companion on 
walks and loves to lead the way.  Mei Mei is also a champion 
sniffer; she has a zest for exploring and picking up new 
scents.  She would love a comfortable home where she can lie 
back and receive lots of cuddles and love.  Mei Mei is a sweet 
girl who would be great for anyone who wants an adult dog.   
 
Adopting an older dog can be a rewarding experience.   Adult 
and senior dogs become just as beloved to the families they 
care for as would a dog that was adopted as a puppy.  Come 
meet some wonderful adult and senior dogs at the Richmond 
Animal Shelter.   
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This month the Richmond Animal Shelter needs  
donations of the  following items:  
 

· Paper towels 
· Toilet paper 
· Eco-friendly cleaning supplies 
· Liquid (not powder) laundry soap 
· Wet and dry cat food 
· A/D canned cat food (from a veterinarian) 
· plain printer paper 
· digital camera (used is fine!) 
· Lean Cuts canned dog food 
· scotch tape 
· paving stones for the new cat run 
· Dog-friendly mulching  

Donations can be dropped off at the Richmond 
Animal Shelter at 12071 No. 5 Road.   
Call 604-275-2036 for more information.  
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RAPS has 
lots of 
great 
bunny 
waste 
FREE for 
pick-up at 

the Richmond Animal Shelter.   
 
This material is great for gar-
dens or compost bins.  Bring a 
box, bag or bin to the  
Richmond Animal Shelter, 
12071 No. 5 Rd in Richmond .  
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Q: I’m attending your fall puppy classes when my teacup 
Yorkie will be around four months. I'm not sure what to do 
about training in the meantime; I live in downtown Vancou-
ver, and there are lots of dogs, people and cars. I would like 
her to be comfortable with everything. What should I work 
on before class starts? 
 
A: This is a common question from many new puppy owners. 
The best thing you can do for your new girl is to get her out 
in the big wide world and positively introduce her to new ex-
periences and noises, a little at a time. Puppies, like babies, 
need to experience the world to get comfortable with their 
place in it.  
 
Although she is a little dog, avoid the temptation to pick her 
up whenever other dogs come around or any time she looks 
intimidated/fearful. This is a mistake many toy breed owners 
make with their puppies. Picking your puppy up in these 
situations sends a message to her that there *is* something to 
be afraid of- and the big reward of being picked up will inad-
vertently encourage a fear response from her in the future!  
 
If your puppy shows fear in new situations, use lots of verbal 
encouragement and praise to show her how confident *you* 
are- she will respond based on the cues that you give her. But 
use your best judgment. She doesn't have to meet every dog 
or person on the street. Too much stimulation can be over-
whelming for a little pup and can negatively influence future 
interactions, so give the dog park a miss for now.  
 
A word of caution: when you are out on the street with her, be 
careful that she doesn't sniff any dog's "leavings" on the 
street, or come nose-to-nose with strange dogs. Although 
most dogs are vaccinated and the chances of her getting any-
thing are slim, it’s still a chance you don’t want to take.  
 
Christine Reynard is the owner and trainer at Downtown 
Dogs.  Email questions to christine@downtowndogs.ca .  


